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vapour, revolving through it with Immense velocities? Again, how could these innumerable vortex rings be formed out of the ether without disturbing the uniformity and continuity of the medium3 which are essential for the propagation of the light-waves through it? And how could the motions requisite to form the vortex rings be impressed on them dc nova consistently with the principle of the conservation of energy ? Energy can no more be created out of nothing than matter, by any process known in nature or conceivable by the human intellect; and to assume it is simply a more refined manner of falling back on the supernatural, which is itself only a more refined manner of saying that we know nothing.
For the present, therefore, we must be content with atoms and ether as the ultimate terms of our knowledge of the material or quasi-material components of the universe.